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Research

What Characteristics of a Student Mo-
tivate Turkish Pre-service Elementary
School Teachers to Include or Not In-
clude Students in Gifted Education
Programs?

Sinif Ogretmeni Adaylar1 Bir Ogrenci-
nin Hangi Ozelliklerine Bakarak O
Ogrencinin Ustiin Zekali Olup Olma-
d1g1 Konusunda Karar Verir?

Omer Erdimez!

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate Turkish
pre-service elementary school teachers’ reasons for in-
cluding or not including a student to gifted education
programs through eleven profiles (hypotethical sce-
narios) originally created by five American experts in
the field of gifted education. The original profiles
were translated and adapted to be more relevant to
Turkish culture. These profiles were named “Student
Profiles Survey” in this study. The profiles were var-
ied based on characteristics embedded in each profile
and I was able to create eight versions (piles) of the
Student Profiles Survey. The data of this study was
derived from a bigger study. Only qualitative part of
the bigger data set was reported in this study. Partici-
pants of the study were 16 Turkish pre-service ele-
mentary school teachers who were attending two col-
leges of Education at a university located in Southeast
of Turkey. After filling the survey, Turkish pre-service
teachers were interviewed to explain their reasons to
include/ not include the students in the survey to
gifted education programs. Turkish pre-service ele-
mentary school teachers explained their reasons for
including the students in the profiles to gifted educa-
tion programs mostly based on the personal, aca-
demic, and social characteristics of the students em-
bedded in the profiles but they did not often referred
students’ characteristics when they were explaining
their reasons for exclusion. Rather than explaining
their reasons based on characteristics of the students,
Turkish pre-service teachers increased their expecta-
tions and created excuses to underestimate the poten-
tials of the students in the profiles when they were
asked to explain their reasons for exclusion.
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Oz

Bu calismanin amaci, smif 6gretmeni adaylarmin 6g-
rencileri {istiin zekalilar programina dahil edip et-
meme nedenlerini belirlemektir. Calismada kullani-
lan veri toplama araci, {istiin zekalilar alaninda uz-
man bes Amerikali tarafindan hazirlanmis olan ve ha-
yali {istiin zekal 6grencileri tanitan bir ankettir. “Og-
renci Profilleri Anketi” olarak adlandirilan anketteki
on bir hayali 6grenciyi tanitan senaryolar arastirmaci
tarafindan Ingilizceden Tiirkceye cevrilip uyarlan-
mugtir. Ogrencilerin farkli 6zellikleri dikkate alinarak
kurgulanan, hazirlanan hayali senaryolar, sekiz farkl
Ogrenci Profilleri Anketi'nin olusmasini saglamistir.
Bu calismada kullanilan veriler ise daha kapsamli bir
calismadan elde edilen verilerin sadece nitel kismini
olusturmaktadir.
kiye'nin giineydogusunda yer alan biiyiik bir tiniver-
sitenin sinif 6gretmenligi programina devam eden 3

Calismanin  katilimalart  Tiir-

ve 4. Sinif 6grencileridir. Anketi dolduran 6gretmen
adaylar ile goriismeler yapilmis ve ankette yer alan
hayali 6grencileri tistiin zekalilar programina dahil
edip etmeme nedenleri sorulmustur. Simif 6gretmeni
adaylari, senaryolarda yer alan Ogrencileri iistiin
zekalilar programlarina dahil etme sebeplerini agik-
larken genelde 6grencilerin kisisel, akademik ve sos-
yal 6zelliklerine vurgu yaparken dahil etmeme sebep-
lerini agiklarken bu 6zellikleri g6z ard ettikleri goz-
lemlenmistir. Ogretmen adaylar1 dahil etmeme ne-
denlerini agiklarken 6grenci 6zelliklerine vurgu yap-
mak yerine bahaneler iiretmis, 6grenciden yana bek-
lentilerini ytiikseltmis ve bu &grencilerin var olan po-
tansiyellerini hafife alarak bu 6grencileri iistiin zeka-
lilar programina dahil etmeyeceklerini beyan etmis-
tirler.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Stmif 6gretmeni adaylari, {istiin
zekal1 6grenciler, {istiin zekal 6grenci 6zellikleri.
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